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new Richthofen squadron. Invaluable service has
been done by the air sections in the SA and SS created
by Goring.

With these men Goring established himself in the
Air Ministry. His first action was in harmony with his
love of show. When he commissioned the Air Ministry
to be built, he had the design drawn up for one of the
biggest buildings Germany has ever set eyes upon.
It was a new palace for the Prussian ruler.

So as to be able properly to do its work, the Reichs-
wehr demanded that the ministry should be divided
into eight sections. Goring agreed to the proposal,
which was carried out in closest co-operation with the
Army.

In the outside world the Air Ministry was still looked
on as a peaceful undertaking for communications.
Goring himself contradicted all other statements, and
declared so late as 20 December 1934 to a Reuter
correspondent: " Naturally we have some experi-
mental machines, but to speak of Germany having
hundreds of military machines is ridiculous." To the
Daily Mail correspondent the Air General said exactly
the same : " It is absurd to look on German aviation
as a danger for countries with a military air force. The
whole German air fleet has only about three hundred
machines, including the obsolete types."

A short time after this the budget for the new air
system was published, at least, the amount which they
chose openly to mention; and then it was found
that the budget had gone up from 76 millions to 210
millions. In this way proof had really been given"
that the Goring Air Ministry was taking in hand
Germany's air rearmament. But Goring went on